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Lockdown Brits turn to training and education to boost their careers 

1 in 4 are studying to improve their careers; nearly 1 in 3 want to improve their money skills 

Almost a third of Brits are embracing the lockdown as a chance to improve themselves with new 

skills, training and qualifications, according to research by investment platform eToro.  

A quarter are studying with the aim of boosting their current or future career opportunities, while 

others are using the extra time at home to explore ways to generate more income, such as 

offering their freelance services or learning how to invest. 

When it comes to improving their careers and earning potential, eToro’s research found: 

● 31% of people are already learning a new skill during lockdown, while 27% are 

undertaking some form of education or training 
● 26% of people are studying a course related to their current career, while 25% are 

following a course they hope will set them up for a new career 
● 29% of those surveyed said they would like to study new money-related skills, such as 

learning how to invest – a theme echoed by the 26% who said the most important factor 

in in learning a new skill was the potential to make money from it 

Commenting on the findings, Iqbal V. Gandham, UK Managing Director of eToro, said: “It’s 

great to see that during such a difficult time there is an appetite for self-improvement and that 

people are using the extra hours they may have in lockdown to boost their careers or improve 

their financial situation. Although gripped by adversity, it is entirely in keeping with the spirit of 

the nation that so many should attempt to return from lockdown smarter, calmer and more 

capable than ever. 

“Of particular interest is the widespread desire – felt by almost one in three – to acquire new 

monetary skills like investing. We have always worked to make investing more accessible, and 

it’s at times like these that the importance of this mission is most readily apparent.” 

 When it came to ways of generating more income, eToro found: 

● 38% said they would consider selling online via sites like eBay or etsy 



● 26% would be willing to do online tutoring 

● 23% would do an online course in stock market investing 

● while 18% would offer their freelance skills via sites like Fiverr. 

The reasons for undertaking learning also varies. For some, after three weeks at home, it is 

simply a question of keeping busy, with 38% saying they were studying ‘just for fun’. 23% said 

learning a new skill is a way to help with their mental wellbeing, while 18% wanted to improve 

their minds and 17% just wanted to alleviate the boredom. 

- Ends - 

Notes to editors 

Research was carried out using Attest consumer research on 6th April 2020. The survey had 1,000                
respondents over the age of 18 from the UK, 92% of whom said they were in lockdown. 

About eToro 

eToro was founded in 2007 with the vision of opening up the global markets so that everyone can trade                   
and invest in a simple and transparent way. The eToro platform enables people to invest in the assets                  
they want, from stocks and commodities to cryptoassets. We are a global community of more than twelve                 
million registered users who share their investment strategies; and anyone can follow the approaches of               
those who have been the most successful. Due to the simplicity of the platform users can easily buy, hold                   
and sell assets, monitor their portfolio in real time, and transact whenever they want. 

Disclaimer: 

eToro is regulated in Europe by the Cyprus Securities and Exchange Commission, by the Financial               
Conduct Authority in the UK and by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission in Australia. 
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